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Massimo Mattia Santoro is Full Professor and Chair of Cell Biology at Department of Biology 
of the University of Padua. Massimo Santoro obtained is Master Diploma from University of 
Turin, Italy and his PhD in Molecular and Cellular Biology from the Open University, London, 
UK. He worked as a post-doc fellow at University of California, San Francisco, USA, with Prof. 
Dr. Didier Stainier, where he became interested in cardiovascular development and 
endothelial homeostasis. In 2008, he established his first independent laboratory at the 
University of Torino, opening the Molecular Biotechnology Center. In 2013 he was appointed 
VIB Group Leader and Full Professor at Vesalius Research Center at the University of Leuven, 
Belgium. In 2017, he returned to Italy at University of Padua as Chair of Cell Biology at 
Department of Biology. During his career, he has been granted with the EMBO (2004) and 
HFSP (2005) long-term fellowships, the HFSP Career Developmental Award (2008), the 
Marie Curie Reintegration Grant (2010), the Odysseus-FWO Career Grant (2014), and, more 
recently, the ERC Consolidator Grant (2016). His lab is currently focused on studying how 
redox signaling, metabolism, and hemodynamic forces regulates endothelial homeostasis in 
development as well as during cancer progression. To accomplish this goal his lab is taking 
advantage of innovative genetic and imaging technologies as well as new molecular and 
biochemical approaches in vertebrate models, such as zebrafish and mouse. Massimo’s goal 
is to expand the current vision of endothelial biology by identifying unforeseen metabolic 
and signaling mechanisms and used them to develop novel anti-angiogenesis therapies to 
treat cancer progression and diabetic conditions. His research is supported by national 
bodies and private foundations (e.g., Italian Ministry of Education and Research, Telethon, 
AIRC). He sits on several scientific advisory boards and reviewing panels. He is an Editorial 
Board member of Cancers, Cardiovasc Res, Scientific Reports, Frontiers in Cell and 
Developmental Biology. 

I would like to continue my membership within the EVBO council. My career path in 
Vascular Biology has allowed me to be part of international scientific communities 
across different countries and continents (EVBO, NAVBO, ASBO). I have been offered the 
opportunity to run several international laboratory’s and as act as a contributor of 
countless global conferences.  My goal as a member of the EVBO is to continue to 
develop a richer and more collaborative vascular scientific community that serves to 
elevate EVBO towards a more international visibility. I will accomplish this by initiating 
and engaging in award-based programs for Young Investigators, praising their work and 
accomplishments that often go unrecognized. It has been my observation that young 
scientists are eager to contribute and share their finding at meetings/seminars, the 
invitation alone is a great motivator for those starting out.  I would like to see EVBO 
focusing on attracting private companies and industries by sponsoring and promoting 
events.  I have been an enthusiastic NAVBO member for many years and propose to 
establish a joint program along with other North American but also Asiatic organization 
all based on the common interest of vascular biology and angiogenesis communities. 



Name Dr. Agnieszka Jaźwa-Kusior 
 
Job Title/Affiliation Assistant professor at the Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and 
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Biography 
5-10 lines summarizing the main fields of interest and research. 

 
 
Platform Statement 
5-10 lines explaining the motivation to participate to the EVBO council 
 

 

EVBO creates a great opportunity for scientists to exchange their knowledge and ideas. 
During the last two years, as EVBO Council member, I promoted EVBO’s initiatives during 
different scientific meetings and among young investigators within my environment. I 
strongly support the idea of organizing the EVBO/ESM summer schools for young 
investigators. Since the next summer school is going to be organized in 2020 in Kraków 
(Poland), I would very much like to contribute to the organization of this event and to further 
develop and promote the main goals of EVBO. Thus, I would like to stand for re-election as 
EVBO Council member. 

My research interests focus on molecular mechanisms of angiogenesis and inflammation in 
repair processes after ischemic episodes, as well as on the analysis of the biology and 
therapeutic efficacy of gene therapy tools (mainly AAV vectors) in the treatment of ischemia. 
I gained experience in cardiovascular biology and pre-clinical gene therapy research while 
working for several years at the Jagiellonian University (Kraków, Poland), as well as during 
my internships at the University of Kuopio (Kuopio, Finland) and Bristol Heart Institute 
(Bristol, UK). I am currently particularly interested in investigating the mechanisms 
regulating the phagocytic cells functions (efferocytosis, differentiation, polarization) and their 
cross-talk with other cells i.e. endothelial cells or fibroblasts in myocardial infarction. 
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Platform Statement 
5-10 lines explaining the motivation to participate to the EVBO council 
 

 

The research focus of my group is to understand the mechanism of endothelial 
dysfunction in pulmonary arterial hypertension.  The objective of this work is to develop 
new therapeutic strategies for treatment of this severe disease.  
To achieve this we use data from proteomic, genomic and metabolomic screening of 
pulmonary hypertensive patients. This allows us to identify signalling mediators linked 
to endothelial dysfunction. In particular, I am interested in endothelial responses to 
hypoxia and the role of Rho and Arf GTPases in the regulation of endothelial barrier 
function, proliferation and angiogenesis.  Targeting approaches involve modification of 
protein prenylation, design of new inhibitors of Ras family regulatory proteins, 
guanosine exchange factors (GEFs) and therapeutic delivery of exosomal microRNAs. 
My current research focuses on establishing a model of a living, muscularised human 
lung blood vessel on a microchip. 

I have served as a member of the EVBO Medals Committee in the past two years and 
have supported its work through scientific meetings, formulating guidelines, sharing 
initiatives, talks and poster presentations and various collaborations since its foundation 
in 2006.    
I am fully supportive of EVBO idea of networking and scientific collaboration of vascular 
biologists in Europe and would like to contribute further to its organization and 
governance.  
I have extensive experience in attracting and managing grant funding, organization of 
national and international meetings, work in international grant review panels and 
supporting the careers of young scientists. I hope my experience will be of value to the 
Council and that I can assist in the growth and development of EVBO for the future. I 
would like to continue to serve EVBO as a member of the Medals Committee.  
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Platform Statement 
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I have actively worked in the field of cardiovascular research for 20 years, with a track 
record of publishing in high impact journals, including Blood, Developmental Cell, Nature 
Communications, and Circulation. The main focus of my research is the transcriptional 
and epigenetic regulation of angiogenesis and lymphangiogenesis. I also have experience 
in the delivery of vascular science courses to undergraduate and postgraduate students. 
I am a module leader and project coordinator for the MBBS BSc Cardiovascular Sciences 
course at Imperial College London. As a member of the organising committee of the 
London Vascular Biology Forum (LVBF), I play a key role in helping to arrange quarterly 
symposia and networking sessions bringing together PhD students and postdoc trainees 
with the leading vascular scientists from the London universities.  

Throughout my training and now as a faculty member at Imperial College London, I have 
been committed to promoting the dissemination of scientific research to the widest 
possible audience, especially through encouraging younger scientists to participate in 
conferences, discussion forums and outreach programmes. For the past two years I have 
served on the EVBO Council as part of the social media communications team. I have set 
up an EVBO Twitter account (@EVB_Org) to increase the social media presence of the 
EVBO, and this now has > 270 followers. I would like to stand for re-election to the EVBO 
Council where I will continue to be a strong advocate in promoting the aims of the EVBO. 
Through managing the Twitter account, I will work to expand the EVBO membership, 
especially amongst students and junior postdocs, by using the platform to advertise the 
role of the EVBO as the premier European forum for researchers in the field of vascular 
biology. I look forward to contributing to the continuing success of the EVBO over the 
coming years. 
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Job Title/Affiliation: Reader in Vascular Biology, Manchester Metropolitan University, UK 
 
Biography 
5-10 lines summarizing the main fields of interest and research. 

 
 
Platform Statement 
5-10 lines explaining the motivation to participate to the EVBO council 
 

 

My research interests lie in understanding the biology of the vessel wall under disease 
conditions, including the pathogenic mechanisms underpinning vascular calcification, 
diabetes, defective endothelial repair and neurodegenerative disorders, developing new 
drug, gene and cell therapeutic strategies and investigating cell trafficking across the 
microvessels within the brain following haematopoietic stem cell transplant.  
I am also Research Degrees Co-ordinator for Healthcare Science, co-chair of the School’s 
Athena SWAN committee, an MMU public engagement champion, dedicated to the 
participation of patients in our studies and communication of science to the general 
public, and finally, I am committed to developing and supporting the careers of junior 
members, and fostering equality and diversity in the workplace. 

Vascular biology is linked to the most devastating diseases of the modern age and it 
brings together expertise in various disciplines critical to advancing knowledge. EVBO 
provides a platform for interaction and knowledge exchange across Europe, inspiring 
new ideas and building a network of international collaborators. I intend to support 
initiatives to expose younger members to opportunities for career development, eg 
participation in conferences and Summer Schools, thus fostering links between research 
groups across Europe. I have contributed to EVBO meetings by presenting talks and 
posters; during my term of office as web secretary, since 2017, I have created EVBO’s 
new updated website, increasing the exposure of EVBO and disseminating up-to-date 
news, events and career opportunities to our members. I would like to continue to be 
EVBO’s web officer and welcome the opportunity to further improve this service by 
standing once again for re-election. 
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Professor for Intravital Molecular Imaging, WWU / University of Münster, Münster, Germany 
 
Biography 

 
Platform Statement 
 
It is with great pleasure that I renew my interest for an active participation in the council of the European 
Vascular Biology Organisation (EVBO). Over the last 25 years since the identification of Flk1 as a receptor 
for VEGF‐A, European vascular biologists have contributed steadily and significantly to the success of the 
thriving field of vascular biology. At the same time, vascular biology has matured from a multidisciplinary into 
an interdisciplinary field that requires and deserves a common European platform for the support of this 
highly active and diverse research and clinical community. I truly believe that the EVBO provides such a 
platform and deserves active support and endorsement. Over the last two years, I have served as treasurer 
for the EVBO. EVBO is presently sharpening its profile, and the outgoing president Professor Yvonne 
Alexander has strengthened the focus of EVBO on vascular biology. This will also be a major goal of the in-
coming president Professor Lena Claesson-Welsh and I would be most delighted to personally support the 
aims and work of the EVBO as a council member. 
 

Dr. Friedemann Kiefer (Professor for Intravital Molecular Imaging at the European Institute for 
Molecular Imaging, WWU Münster) is focusing on morphogenetic processes that shape and maintain 
the vascular systems, especially lymphatic vessels. This involves development, but also healthy and 
diseased adult life where the interplay of blood and lymphatic vessels, tissue oxygenation and 
leukocytes is crucial for the maintenance of organ function. 
After studying Biochemistry and Physiological Chemistry at the University of Tübingen, Dr. Kiefer 
obtained his PhD from the I.M.P. Vienna and the University of Tübingen. He subsequently trained 
during two post-doctoral fellowships in the laboratories of Prof. Norman Iscove (Ontario Cancer 
Institute, Toronto, Canda) and Prof. Tony Pawson (Samuel Lunenfeld Research Institute, Toronto, 
Canada) in molecular and cell biology and signal transduction. 
From 1998 to 2002, he was principal Investigator at the MPI for Physiological and Clinical Research, 
Department of Molecular Cell Biology, Bad Nauheim, Germany. From 2002 to 2017 he was research 
group leader of the Mammalian Cell Signaling Group, at the MPI for Molecular Biomedicine, Münster, 
Germany. Since August 2017, Dr. Kiefer is director and Professor for Intravital Molecular Imaging at 
the European Institute for Molecular Imaging, at WWU, Münster. 
 



Name Justin Mason 
 
Job Title/Affiliation Professor of Vascular Rheumatology, Imperial College London 
 
Biography 
5-10 lines summarizing the main fields of interest and research. 

 
 
Platform Statement 
5-10 lines explaining the motivation to participate to the EVBO council 
 

 

I am delighted to have been part of the EVBO council for the last 2 years. I am a 
rheumatologist and vascular endothelial biologist interested in mechanisms of systemic 
inflammation. I lead a basic science and clinical research lab, alongside a specialised tertiary 
referral service for patients suffering from large vessel vasculitis, including Takayasu arteritis 
and giant cell arteritis.   
 
I have been a member of EVBO since its inception and an enthusiastic supporter. My current 
research interests include: (i) a basic science programme investigating molecular 
mechanisms involved in the regulation of vascular endothelial cytoprotection and how these 
might be therapeutically manipulated, and (ii) clinical research seeking to optimise 
assessment of arterial injury in the large vessel vasculitides, and understanding the 
relationship between chronic endothelial dysfunction and accelerated atherosclerosis. 

I have recently taken over as joint head of the Cardiovascular Division at Imperial College 
London, and I am also joint head of the Imperial Vasculitis Centre. I developed and continue 
to organise the Imperial College Endothelial Symposium, which aims to provide both a 
scientific and clinical perspective on the role of the vasculature in disease pathogenesis. 
Over the last 20 years, the meeting has brought together vascular scientists and clinicians 
from across Europe. Likewise, I organise regional and national vasculitis meetings. A key aim 
of these research meetings, and for myself day-to-day and on the EVBO council, is to 
encourage young scientists into vascular research and provide them with support. I hope to 
continue to contribute to the activities of the EVBO and that my experience might help drive 
the EVBO forward. In these troubling political times I am keen to continue to represent the 
United Kingdom vascular biologists on the EVBO council and to confirm our commitment to 
European science.    



Name: Gilles Pagès 
 
Job Title/Affiliation; Director of Research INSERM France 
 
Biography 
5-10 lines summarizing the main fields of interest and research. 

 
 
Platform Statement 
5-10 lines explaining the motivation to participate to the EVBO council 
 

 

I am specialized in tumor angiogenesis for 20 years. Ireceived several 
awards (Ligue Nationale contre le Cancer, Roche Company, the charity ARTUR dedicated 
to kidney cancer, the Estée Lauder group and the National Academy of Medicine). My 
expertise led to 17 productive international collaborations and one licensed patent. GP 
published 137 papers in Science, Nat Cell Biol, EMBO J, PNAS, Autophagy, Cancer Res… 
My H factor is 52 

I am the current president of the French society of Angiogenesis. To collaborative efforts 
of scientific society is very important to disseminate science all around Europe and the 
world. Several societies dedicated to blood vessels exist with their specific aims. 
I am really interested in this collaboration to promote young researchers by helping 
them to meet specialists in the field and creating an international network. 
As senior researchers it is our role to think now to the next generation of scientists 



Guido De Meyer 
 
Full Professor/University of Antwerp 
 
Biography 
5-10 lines summarizing the main fields of interest and research. 

 
 
Platform Statement 
5-10 lines explaining the motivation to participate to the EVBO council 
 

 

During my career I made the following achievements in vascular biology: 
• Characterisation of a rabbit collar model for rapid induction of atheroma-like lesions 
• Development of strategies for the selective clearance of macrophages in 

atherosclerotic plaques via drug-induced cell death as a novel approach for plaque 
stabilisation 

• Unravelling the role of cell death and autophagy in atherosclerosis 
• Pharmacological modulation of cell death and autophagy in atherosclerosis 
• Development and validation of a novel mouse model of atherosclerotic plaque 

rupture 
 

I have leadership positions at my university (Chair of the department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences and member of the Board of the Research Council) and at the Fund for Scientific 
Research – Flanders (member of two project evaluation committees). 
As a member of the EVBO Council, I am pleased to continue to share my scientific and 
managerial knowledge and expertise with EVBO. During the last two years, I promoted 
the initiatives of EVBO among several investigators within my environment. I am willing 
to help with the upcoming initiatives of EVBO. 



Name: Dr. Mauro Siragusa 
 
Job Title/Affiliation:  Postdoctoral research fellow at Institute for Vascular Signalling, Centre 
for Molecular Medicine, Goethe University Frankfurt am Main 
 
Biography 
5-10 lines summarizing the main fields of interest and research. 

 
 
Platform Statement 
5-10 lines explaining the motivation to participate to the EVBO council 
 

 

I developed an interest in cardiovascular biology and medicine during my PhD at the 
University of Bristol, UK where I focused on molecular mechanisms of reparative 
angiogenesis, vasculogenesis and vascular complications of diabetes. During my 
postdoctoral training at Yale University, USA I studied the mechanisms regulating 
eNOS/NO signaling in the endothelium, the role of miRNAs in angiogenesis and 
arteriogenesis as well as the cardiovascular effects of anti-hypertensive drugs. My 
current research interests lie in understanding the molecular mechanisms controlling 
endothelial cell function (focus on nitric oxide, glucose metabolism, redox homeostasis, 
micropeptides) and how their alterations contribute to the development of 
cardiovascular and metabolic diseases (atherosclerosis, hypertension, diabetes).   
 

I served as EVBO Council member in the past two years and revived the presence of the 
EVBO on social media (EVBO Facebook page), sharing initiatives, conferences and career 
opportunities, which has enhanced the EVBO’s visibility. In the next two years I would 
like to contribute my network and time with enthusiasm and a proactive attitude to 
promote initiatives aimed at intensifying collaborative exchanges between EVBO 
members, through EVBO Symposia as an occasion where EVBO members meet and 
EVBO Summer Schools where new generations of vascular biologists can interact 
directly with leaders in the field and learn about cutting edge technologies that are 
shaping the future of vascular biology. For this reasons, I would gladly support the in-
coming President Lena Claesson-Welsh by standing for election as EVBO Hon Secretary.  



Name 
Judith Sluimer 
 
Job Title/Affiliation 
Associate professor, Maastricht University; Honorary scientist Edinburgh University 
 
Biography 

 
Platform Statement 
 

Dr. Judith Sluimer (associate professor-tenure track, Cardiovascular Institute Maastricht) is focusing 
on the functional role and imaging potential of hypoxia, oxygen sensors and leaky angiogenesis in 
atherosclerosis and diet-induced obesity since 2010 in Maastricht University, The Netherlands (funded 
by NWO-VENI,  CTMM and CARIM).  A post-doctoral fellowship in the lab of Prof. Ira Tabas 
(Columbia University, NYC, USA) in 2008 furthered her expertise in macrophage apoptosis, 
efferocytosis and autophagy (funded by Netherlands scientific organization (NWO), Rubicon, and the 
international atherosclerosis society (IAS). From 2016, she continued research on cellular O2 
metabolism and autophagy as network member of the highly competitive (3% success rate) Leducq 
grant scheme for transatlantic networks of excellence and as recipient of a Dr. Dekker fellowship from 
the Dutch heart Foundation. Judith is also working on ncRNAs in vascular biology as a visiting 
scientist at University of Edinburgh, and is of two main organizers of the 2019  ESM-EVBO conference 
(400pax) She has given oral presentations e.g. at Keystone and Gordon conferences, EMVBM, ESC, 
and BAS. In total, she acquired ~2M€ funding (sum to personal CV, 13M€ consortia) and published 
>40 papers with an average impact factor of 8.5 in journals, such as European heart journal, JACC, 
Circulation, Circulation research, Cell metabolism, Nature cell biology and ATVB. In addition, she is 
member of the Strategic Board of the cardiovascular research institute Maastricht (CARIM) and the 
Dutch Endothelial cell Biology Society (DEBS). 

Following expertise in vascular biology and pathology, I have promoted the coherence of this field in 
the Netherlands as board member of the DEBS. DEBS, together with the Dutch microcirculation 
society MiVAB, has organized yearly Netherlands vascular biology meetings. This provides a platform, 
particularly for young investigators to present and discuss their results. Being a loyal member of EVBO 
for years, and having organized the 2019 ESM-EVBo conference, ad being national/back-up secretary 
of EVBO I gratefully welcome the opportunity continue EVBO council membership in EVBO. In case 
Friedeman Kiefer decides to step down, I’m willing to take on the role of treasurer. 
As a council member of the European vascular biology (EVBO), I will continue to strive for career 
development of young vascular biology investigators, e.g. by organizing pre-symposia aimed at 
developing scientific ánd non-scientific skills in PhD-students, and senior postdocs. I commit to 
organizing EVBO symposia during IVBM a.o. Through international fellowships, the Leducq network 
and my double affiliation in Maastricht and Edinburgh I have established a firm European and 
American network, which I intend to use to strengthen the collaboration with the American organization 
NAVBO. Together, I am motivated to extend my enthusiasm to unite and strengthen the vascular 
biology field at a national to a European level. 
 



Name Dr Jaap Van Buul

Job Title/Affiliation 

Biography 

5-10 lines summarizing the main fields of interest and research.

Platform Statement 
5-10 lines explaining the motivation to participate to the EVBO council

The Van Buul lab focusses on the molecular details of how leukocytes manage to cross 
the endothelial barrier without the loss of vascular integrity. Current research focus has 
been directed to real-time imaging of protein activity using light sensitive probes like 
FRET-based biosensors. In addition, in vivo intravital imaging of transmigration events 
using fluorescent reporter mice (e.g. lifeact-GFP, Dendra2) are initiated and combined 
with chronic inflammation disease models e.g. atherosclerosis and acute inflammation 
models, e.g. acute lung injury and ischemic reperfusion injury.  
In 2009, Jaap van Buul co-founded the Dutch Endothelial Biology Society (DEBS), a 
society that gives a platform to young investigators in the vascular biology field to 
present their work to a larger audience. We work closely together with the 
Microcirculation and Vascular Biology (MiVaB) society in the Netherlands. Currently, he 
is the chair of the society and also holds the chair of the Dutch Society for Cell Biology. 

Great science flourishes in great collaborations. Collaborations can be initiated during 
scientific meetings. EVBO does exactly that. It gives junior and senior researchers a 
wonderful opportunity to meet researchers that are at the front of the vascular biology 
field. More particular, EVBO organizes annual meetings on vascular biology and summer 
school workshops. On top of that, EVBO supports local meetings and one-day 
conferences. I would like to contribute my bit to this fantastic platform.  
With the German microcirculation and vascular biology, we have organized several 
successful joint meetings and on behalf of the DEBS/MiVaB and together with the EVBO, 
I am looking forward organizing the IVBM meeting in 2024 in Amsterdam, NL.  



Name Paola Campagnolo 
 
Job Title/Affiliation Lecturer in Molecular cardiovascular biology, University of Surrey 
 
Biography 
5-10 lines summarizing the main fields of interest and research. 

 
 
Platform Statement 
5-10 lines explaining the motivation to participate to the EVBO council 
 

 

During my PhD, I worked in the field of reparative angiogenesis, isolating a population of 
perivascular progenitor cells endowed with pro-angiogenic activity both in vitro and in 
models of myocardial and peripheral ischemia (Campagnolo et al, Circulation 2010). As a 
postdoc, I continued working on vascular progenitor cells, in the context of stem cell 
differentiation and tissue engineering. My current research spans from the regulation of 
perivascular cell function both in homeostasis and pathology. Additionally, I am 
interested in the tissue engineering application of these cells, including the development 
of vascular and cardiac tissue bioreactors. 

As a student, I have been an active member of the EVBO, participating to the summer 
schools and the annual meetings. I have recently started my own independent group at 
the University of Surrey (UK) and I lead a team of motivated early career scientists 
working on cutting edge aspects of vascular biology. I believe my expertise in 
cardiovascular stem cells and tissue engineering would promote an expansion of the 
organisation portfolio in this direction. With exciting new science pushing the frontiers 
of regenerative medicine, EVBO is the perfect platform to bring together and showcase 
its applications to vascular biology. 
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